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Guided Pathways Defined 

“The Pathways Model 
is an integrated 
institution-wide 
approach to student 
success based on 
intentionally designed, 
clear, coherent and 
structured educational 
experiences.” 



Guided Pathways Defined 

“Central to the pathways 
model are clear, 
educationally coherent 
program maps – which 
include specific course 
sequences, progress 
milestones, and program 
learning outcomes.” 



Guided Pathways Defined 

“Students are helped 
from the start to explore 
academic and career 
options, choose a 
program of study, and 
develop a plan based on 
the program maps.” 
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Mesa Pathways Committee (MPC) 
 PURPOSE: 

 MPC will use an integrated, equity-minded, 
student-centered approach to facilitate student 
success.  Through structured educational 
experiences, MPC will work to close equity gaps, 
improve student outcomes and guide students into 
and through college to the completion of personal, 
academic and professional goals. 



  



Implementing Guided Pathways: 
Defining Roles with a Focus on Collaboration 



  



Curriculum Institute 
Recommendations 

 Determine the role of general education (GE) 

 Program mapping, majors, and GE 

 Where to start with program mapping, categorizing majors, and GE 
◦ Quantitative reasoning 

 Program clean-up 



Stackable Certificates and 
Degrees 

 Group coursework into smaller sets leading to a 
recognized credential 

 Roadmaps show connections between chunks, and 
between education, training, and jobs  

 Aligned with industry-defined career pathways and 
explicit job classifications 

 Easily understood entry and exit points 

 May start with non-credit “bridge” or  “prep” 
program leading into credit classes 

 May be linked to contextualized English, Math, and 
ESL  



Health Information Pathway 
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Reflections 
“The higher education system was designed 
hundreds of years ago to educate the elite.  
We’ve democratized education, but haven’t 
fundamentally changed the system to reflect 
that.”  
 
 
Rob Johnstone, PhD 
Founder and President, National Center for Inquiry & Improvement 


