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Source “Stay Informed with the Latest 
Enrollment Information” National 
Student Clearinghouse, Oct 26, 2023



Current Landscape

Adult Learners at Mesa College

 34% of students at Mesa College are 25 + years this Fall 2025 term (7,109 students) 

  40% Latinx

  22% Military / Veteran 

  24% have dependents / parents 

  35% First Generation 

  75% Degree seeking 

  31% are taking 12 or more units 

 

 
  



Existing Investments

Adult Learners

  

 Work Based Learning and Mesa Impactship Program MIP        

 Basic Needs

 Veteran Success Center

 

 

Mesa Impactship Program (MIP): Breaking Industry Barriers through Paid Internships

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XT5ykAs_Dy8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XT5ykAs_Dy8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XT5ykAs_Dy8


Adult Learner Plan 2025  

Time, Honesty and Intentionality

Partnership Resource Team (PRT) and Institutional Effectiveness Partnership Initiative (IEPI) 
 3 PRT site visits 
 Campus and District Collaboration 

Progress in 5 Key Sectors 
 Data Driven Decision Making 
 Enhancing Instructional Offerings in Collaboration with Employers and Industry
 System and Process Improvement 
 Support for the Adult Learner
 Outreach & Marketing for Adult Learners



Current Opportunities

CA Reconnect Partnership
 3 year collaboration into the Adult Returner experience 

Mesa Success Coaches
 Developing an adult returner specific success coach program

CCC-CSU Transfer Collaborative
 Credit Mobility 

Credit For Prior Learning 
 Increasing opportunities to positively impact recruitment and time to degree 
   completion

 
  



PRT Visit 2 Dec 1, 2025

Adult Learner Plan 2.0
 Recruitment and Retention Plan Development

Aligning Resources with Priorities
 

 
  

Adult Learner Plan 2026 and Beyond



We appreciate our partners and colleagues.  

Thank you!









STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM

November 2025

ROOTED IN PURPOSE. 

GROUNDED IN EQUITY. 

GROWING TOGETHER.



ROOTED IN PURPOSE.

OUR CORE MISSION IS TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR 

LIFE

Key Skills

Students develop adaptability, collaboration, communication, 

and interpersonal skills.

Personal Growth

Fosters resilience, self-awareness, and creative problem-

solving.

Global View

Builds cultural awareness, empathy, and engaged citizenship.

“At Mesa, when we talk about being Rooted in 

Purpose, that applies to our students — and to the 

college itself."

•  As a college, that’s our purpose — to prepare 

students for meaningful lives and responsible 

participation in a global community.

• The growth, independence, and confidence they gain 

abroad stay with them long after they return — and 

that’s why Mesa remains so deeply committed to this 

program.

“We are not citizens of just our hometowns or 

nations, but of the world.”— Socrates
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THE PURPOSE OF STUDY ABROAD

Develop Key Skills

Students develop adaptability, collaboration, communication, 
and interpersonal skills.

Experience Personal Growth

Fosters resilience, self-awareness, and creative problem-
solving.

Have a Global View
Builds cultural awareness, empathy, and engaged citizenship.
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GROUNDED IN EQUITY.

Lack of Awareness
Students are unaware of the program and its benefit.

Our Goal

Removing barriers, creating collaborations, and 

strengthening connections across the campus.

Financial Constraints
The real and perceived cost of international travel.

“Don’t Fit in”
A feeling that they don’t fit the profile of a study 
abroad participant. 

Identifying the Barriers to Study Abroad 
Opportunities



A TRANSFORMATION STORY

Now we’d like to share a short message from one of our 
students, Claudia Moreno, who experienced this transformation 
firsthand."



HOW WE BUILD AWARENESS

"I Am Study Abroad" Campaign Focused Marketing Workshops

● Launched in 2021

● Diverse students

● Highlights stories 

● “Study Abroad is for everyone.”

● In-class presentations, 

● Focus groups (Pride Center, Puente, 

Umoja, etc.) 

● Social media, emails, and campus 

flyers

Designed to:

● tackle barriers, 

● address cultural and family hesitations, 

● assist students with scholarships 



CAMPUS PARTNERSHIPS

● Financial Aid
● Student Services in the Student Approval 

Process
● Journeys Outreach Student Tools
● Career Services
● Campus Affinity Groups
● Work Based Learning
● Partnerships with DSPS, StarTrio, EOPS, 

FAST 



Special recognition - Gilman Top-Producing Institution 

These prestigious awards, including the Benjamin A. Gilman International 

Scholarship, support students with financial need—primarily Pell Grant 

recipients—to study and intern abroad, gaining skills vital to our economic 

prosperity.

MESA COLLEGE - GILMAN AWARDS

44!!
Gilman Scholarships & National Awards 

Next Steps:

• Continue to increase  this number

• Notify all Pell Grant recipients about the Gilman Scholarship

Past Gilman Recipient Scholars



IMPACT IN ACTION

"We’d like to share another short video from Ashley Lopez, who 
participated in our study abroad program and experienced how 
support and access made all the difference."





GROWING TOGETHER

Ghana African Diaspora 

Education Summit

Oaxaca

Building partnerships for a 
future program that will 
especially appeal to our Umoja 
and black  student populations.

Exploring new destinations 
designed with our Puente and 
HSI students in mind.



COMMUNITY TRAVEL

New non-instructional trips where part of the cost will go directly to Study Abroad 

scholarships.

COMMUNITY TRAVEL



Juliana Samson 

Madrid 2023

Priscilla Murillo- Interior Design,

Spain 2024

Studying abroad has been one of the most transformative experiences of     my life. It 
taught me that I'm far more capable and resilient than I gave myself credit for. Stepping 
outside of my comfort zone challenged me in ways I never expected. It pushed me to adapt, 
to grow both personally and academically, and to see the world from a completely new 
perspective. I'm deeply grateful for this opportunity, and encourage other students to take 
advantage of this program. Immersing yourself in a new culture not only broadens your 
horizons but also shapes you into a more confident, open-minded individual. I made lifelong 
friends, created unforgettable memories, and fell completely in love with a culture that 
changed the way I see the world. This experience was truly life-changing in all the best ways.

The Student Experience



Spain

Italy

Costa RicaPeru

France
Argentina

On behalf of our students and faculty, 

thank you for your ongoing support!

England

Japan







Rooted in Purpose, Grounded in Equity



Growing Together



Mesa College Scholar & Athlete

Maria Teresa Rodriguez Rivera















Atempo Barcelona, 
Spain
Darrin Phillips

Culinary Arts partnership 
with Access Internships 

Worldwide 
AIW awardee

Atempo Michelin-starred 
Restaurant

Barcelona Spain



Darrin Phillips
Darrin Phillips has worked in the Restaurant Industry for 30+ 
years 

He enrolled in the Specialized Baking & Pastry Certificate at 
Mesa College to enhance his skills and create more 
opportunities for himself in the workforce

In his last semester of his program, he applied and was 
accepted into the Access Internships Worldwide (AIW) 
program. Making him the seventh Mesa Culinary student 
accepted into AIW program and Second to be accepted in 
Spain

Currently he is completing his two-week language 
immersion course in Spanish. 

On November 17, 2025, Darrin will begin his two-month 
internship Atempo, A Michelin-starred Gastronomic and 
Huate Cuisine restaurant in Barcelona. He will learn and 
work alongside world renowned Chefs Jordi Cruz and Iñaki 
Aldrey.

Atempo, Barcelona Spain

https://atemporestaurant.com/es/
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