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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 

The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 

Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

   

 

  

   



 

Happy Holidays San Diego Mesa College! 

 

As the year comes to a close, we celebrate the joy, growth, and memories we’ve shared at San Diego Mesa College. Wishing you 

and your loved ones a happy holiday season and a bright start to the new year 
  

   

 

 

President Hands has been selected as one of San 

Diego's Most Influential People by the San Diego 

Business Journal! She joins other educational leaders as 

well as leaders from finance, law, non-profit, and others.  

 

The San Diego Business Journal researches and updates 

this list, weighing in on factors such as recent 

accomplishments, community involvement, and historical or 

sizeable impact. President Hands leads one of the largest 

community colleges in California, and is involved in various 

community groups such as the Junior Achievement of San 

Diego and 3C2A Board of Directors.  

 

To read more, please click here for a link to the SD500 

Journal.  
 

 

https://www.sdbj.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sdbj111824-SD500-2.pdf
https://youtu.be/accZq4ETBYM?si=L3sI9IzxvXrU-Bzz


 

 

 

 

Mesa College will be closed from December 23 - 

January 1 for Winter Break. We encourage 

everyone to take this time to rest and recharge.  

 

Wishing you all a peaceful and restorative break, 

and we look forward to welcoming you back in the 

new year! 
 

 

 

   

 
 

  

   

 

Congratulations to Vice President of Instruction, Dr. 

Isabel O'Connor, on being named Mesa's Manager of 

the Year!  

 

Vice President O'Connor has led several of Mesa’s equity 

efforts related to the college’s designation as a Hispanic-

Serving Institution, including securing a new Title III HSI 

STEM grant in 2021. Additionally, she has improved equity 

and access through curriculum review and development, 

pioneered professional development initiatives, such as the 

Curriculum Equity and Excellence Review Institute, and led 

the college's Mesa Pathways initiative which provides 

Mesa’s diverse student population with clear direction, 

strong support and well-developed roadmaps to achieving 

their educational, career, and life goals. 

 

Vice President O'Connor will also assume her role as 

President of the California Community Colleges Chief 

Instructional Officers Board. 

 

We are so proud and grateful for Dr. Isabel O'Connor's 

vision and leadership! 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  



 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys 

Newsletter! 

 

The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all 

the great things that are happening on our campus. We 

encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our students, 

and also to sign up to receive these newsletters straight to their 

inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more information about 

Mesa Journeys: 

https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Please click on the flyers to enlarge.  
  

   

 

 

   

 
 

  

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/daae6742-3645-4a88-9787-5bea00c84605
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/daae6742-3645-4a88-9787-5bea00c84605
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OrAVQ_9Rga7plTRGi_K5zdIlksQp5-Y3/view?usp=sharing


   

   

 
 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links 

below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links 

below: 
  

   

 

 

   

https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/
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Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 

President | San Diego Mesa College 
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http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml

