
 
 
Week of June 3, 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place 

within our community. The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, 

and to document our journey of becoming the Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

   

 

  

 

Last Friday, Representative Sara Jacobs 

presented a check for nearly $2 million in 

federal funding to the San Diego 

Community College District for facility 

improvements at Mesa's Family Resource 

Center and the Miramar College Police 

Academy. A little over $1.4 million of the 

funding will benefit student parents at Mesa 

College. For more information, please visit 

the SDCCD News Center: 

 

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

https://www.sdccd.edu/about/departments-and-offices/communications-and-public-relations/newscenter/articles/2024/sara-jacobs-federal-funding.aspx


Graduation photos are now up on our San Diego Mesa College Flickr! To relive some of the 

wonderful moments from this event, click this link.  
  

   

 

 

 

June is Pride Month! It's a wonderful time 

to celebrate diversity, love, and 

acceptance. It's a time to embrace and 

celebrate the beautiful spectrum of 

identities and experiences that make us 

all unique. Whether you're a part of the 

LGBTQ+ community or ally, there are 

many ways to show support, and some 

of them are to attend the events we have 

here on our campus. 

 

For more information, please visit the 

Mesa Price Center instagram, 

@sdmesapride, where you can view the 

flier to the left and get more information 

about our center.  
  

Single Sign-On Coming July 15th! I’m sure you’ve seen the emails and Canvas pop up, but single 

sign on is coming. This means students and faculty will be logging into Canvas and mySDCCD using 

their SDCCD email login. If you’re concerned about the process, the district’s Online Learning 

Pathways is hosting an Introduction to SSO on July 10th at 2pm in the SSO Introduction Zoom. The 

only thing you and your students need to do to be prepared is to log into your district email! 
  

 

 

Congratulations! San Diego City, Mesa and 

Miramar Colleges are all now live as Teaching 

Colleges in the CVC Exchange! This significant 

accomplishment makes it easier for students from 

across the state to seamlessly register in your 

online classes, helping to eliminate barriers to 

completion. 

 

 

As we continue to integrate 

technological advancements into our 

educational framework, it is paramount 

that we understand the role of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) in our collective 

experience. We invite you to participate 

in a comprehensive survey designed to 

gauge familiarity with AI applications, 

the frequency of use in professional 

duties, any concerns regarding its 

impact on education and work, and 

interest in further instructional 

opportunities related to AI.  

 

Survey 

link: survey.regionalconsortia.net 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdmesa/albums/72177720317240132/
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/j/84512959727
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cvc.edu/__;!!PwqFijg!srtZROIOE0I7uw2EJofppmgkH_2gSwsS4ocT6NCqCEEALbdkO3PpCzydddCEJt88iSjCHNfAVhBm0lk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/survey.regionalconsortia.net/__;!!PwqFijg!u-B-jMuz41NU3rBYcnNryzNchr_VLKzF4WC3XlcQ2D6mWKzguE5qwORSPTYYywHuvanZz0m5B_tDZ4frRA$


 

(Note: Should take approximately 5 

minutes to complete) 
  

 
 

  

 

  

   

 

 

 

Our Online Services Librarian, Dr. Alison Gurganus, was 

selected as one of the district's part-time co-lead Faculty 

Specialists for Emerging Technologies beginning Fall 2024! 

This role is crucial to in advancing technology integration into 

teaching and learning across the district and collaborating with 

Institutional Innovation and Effectiveness Vice Chancellor, 

Innovation Systems Analyst. and college and district 

constituents. Her and Professor Gomez of Miramar College 

will focus on providing training and professional development, 

resource development, and fostering peer-to-peer discussions 

and community building. We are so proud of you, Dr. 

Gurganus! 

  

 

Mesa Impactship Program alumni Nami 

Rajaei was featured in a short promo for the 

Scripps Research Institute about the future 

of scientific exploration! Nami, seen at the 

0:55 time marker on the YouTube video to 

the right, participated in the Mesa 

Impactship Program during Spring - Fall 

2023. At the end of his internship, he 

secured a permanent Research 

Assistant/Technician role with the lab of Dr. 

Hermina Nedelscu, whose research focuses 

on understanding the neurobiological basis 

of substance use disorders, including 

mechanisms that lead to dependence, 

attachment, and withdrawal states, craving, 

relapse, and cognitive impairment. 

Additionally, Nami represented Mesa with 

his internship work at the UC Irvine 

Conference, "Structure, Function, and 

Development of Neural Circuits" in August 

2023. We are proud of Nami and the work of 

our Mesa Impactship Program team! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

https://youtu.be/52h3Z1iVRCc?si=fDJ3GdksHz_3DFv1


 

  

   

 

 

Rising Scholars Counselor Coordinator, Karen 

Geida, has done an excellent job partnering with the 

Female Community Reentry Program (FCRP) and 

parole to provide educational pathways for students 

during and after incarceration. Parole agents 

attended the EOPS and Special Programs Student 

Recognition Ceremony to celebrate the 

achievements of two women that graduated, a 

powerful testament to the life-changing impact of 

access to higher education. This story underscores 

the importance of community colleges collaborating 

with local reentry facilities to create pathways to 

campus for students in Mandatory Community 

Reentry Programs (MCRPs) or Community Custody 

to Reentry Programs (CCTRPs).  

 

To read more, visit the article, "Parole attends 

college graduation for 2 reentry participants".  
  

   

 

 

 

Mesa College Hosted the California Community 

College Chancellor’s Office Real College California 

regional convening on Monday, June 3. Attendees had 

an opportunity to learn about how to continue 

developing and strengthening Basic Needs support 

services at community colleges. 

 

Real College California was created to provide the 

latest evidence, integrated with hands-on guidance to 

inform implementation and help members develop a 

cutting-edge mindset to increase their institutional 

effectiveness and strengthen California's ecosystems 

to support students' basic needs and promote college 

completion.  
  

 
 

  

 

  

https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/insidecdcr/2024/05/20/parole-attends-college-graduation-for-2-reentry-participants/
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/insidecdcr/2024/05/20/parole-attends-college-graduation-for-2-reentry-participants/


   

Join us for remaining June Microsoft Teams training sessions! For more information, click the button 

below: 

   

 
 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A little over one week ago, we 

announced #MesaGivingDay 2024, a 

day dedicated to giving back to 

Mesa's mission and students. By the 

time we closed out our 

#MesaGivingDay 2024, we saw an 

incredible burst of support come in for 

our students. The results are in: 

 

Because of you, we were able to 

secure over $22,500 in less than 

one week, maximizing the match! 

 

Thank you for being a part of this 

incredible day and for showing our 

students that their dreams matter. 
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DcfiTQPHM871P3PJjEpaf1hLvWbrwAjp/view?usp=sharing


 
 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit 

the links below:  

 

    

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the 

links below: 
  

 

  

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 

President | San Diego Mesa College 

Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 

7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 

Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

