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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. The 
updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the Leading 
College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

 

Help Us Lift Student Voices + Shape Mesa’s Future! 
As we prepare for our upcoming Spirit of Mesa event 
and embark on a comprehensive fundraising campaign, 
we need your partnership in two important ways: 
 
1. Help us spotlight our students & alumni 
Donors and community partners are deeply moved 
when they hear directly from our students—their 
stories of resilience, talent, and ambition bring Mesa’s 
mission to life. We are seeking students who can share 
their experiences, showcase their talents, or represent 
Mesa at events and donor gatherings. 
 
Please share one of these Flyers with your students in 
class, in Canvas, advising, or other settings. 
 
You may also nominate a student directly using 
this quick nomination form. 
 
Please submit all nominations and encourage students 
to respond no later than Wednesday, September 3! 
 
2. Share your perspective on Mesa’s priorities. 
As we look ahead to a historic comprehensive 
campaign, we want to ensure that our fundraising 
efforts align with the needs and aspirations of our 
campus. Your insight is essential to shaping the priorities 
that will drive Mesa forward. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RTMoH7BVmbDW94J2TuCmVkN4Sa9ji56l?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDuOJao1NgbjexAlBwj22x2o2ySQQZ_nJab_Pj3TmohcH5Bw/viewform?usp=header


 

 
Please take a few minutes to complete our Fundraising 
Priorities Feedback Form and let us know what matters 
most to you and your students. 
 
  

 

Flex Credit: 30261 
San Diego Community College District Chancellor Gregory Smith 
will host a series of forums in September to address district 
priorities and answer questions from faculty, classified 
professionals and administrators. All employees are welcome 
and encouraged to participate in their campus forum. 
 

 

 

   

A huge shout out to the SD Mesa Art Gallery Team and Atlanta based designer Kenneth Green for curating the 
"Clothes Story" exhibit!  
The local presentation, featuring about 30 of the collection’s 65 pieces, is supported by the Hervey Family Fund at The 
San Diego Foundation, and presented in partnership with the San Diego African American Museum Association and 
Mesa College. For Kenneth, the clothes are an entry point to celebrating the lives and accomplishments of Black women, 
including Coretta Scott King, Diahann Carroll, and Mahalia Jackson, and Fredye Marshall and Dorothy Lee Bolden. The 
exhibit is located in the Art Gallery, FA 103. 
 
Click here to read the article and video to view.  

  

 

  

   

Full-Time Equivalent Student Headcounts Updates  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrKvZuSReDHrDFmTtMWtbCyo-aweYZUxpDN3dTZuVjT3FGdA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrKvZuSReDHrDFmTtMWtbCyo-aweYZUxpDN3dTZuVjT3FGdA/viewform?usp=header
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/so_many_clothes_went_from_a_collection_in_a_basement_to_telling_stories_about_black_women_in_history.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GB1PAejdcw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aFJCPiYpjql-C2VtZ063kW4YrEVAeTN3/view?usp=sharing


 Mesa College’s headcount for the fall semester is currently 21,475, this is a 4% increase from this time last year (836 
more students).  We have increased our FTES as well, with 6,165 full-time equivalent students compared to 5,841 on the 
same day last fall. FTEF scheduled for the fall semester is marginally greater than last fall (384 to 381). Since Fall 2022, we 
have experienced steady growth in headcount and FTES totals.  
  
Mesa College’s headcount for the summer semester was 7,415, which is slightly lower than last summer’s 7,570 
headcount. While headcount was reduced slightly, we did see an increase of 13 more FTES this summer compared to last 
with 1219 FTES compared to 1206 FTES in summer 2024. As the end of term summer processing completes and we move 
through the start of the fall semester, we will have final numbers to share.   
  

 

  

 

  

   

 

 

   

Summer CRUISE celebrated its tenth anniversary by welcoming 500 additional students in July and August!  
Our dedicated team of Peer Navigators continues to build meaningful connections that encourage new students to develop 
effective help-seeking skills while fostering a strong sense of belonging. Participants enjoyed the Resource Fair, took full 
advantage of meetings with counselors during RegLab, and successfully fulfilled their Promise requirements. Additionally, 
over 100 student-athletes met with the student-athlete counseling team to learn about NCAA and CCCAA eligibility 
requirements. 
  



   

 

 

  

 

Each year, Mesa, City, and Miramar Colleges, along with Continuing Education and the District Offices, collaborate to create 
a vibrant float and community contingent for the San Diego Pride Parade, showcasing student creativity and voices. This 
year’s theme, Unbreakable Pride, Unshakeable Power, earned SDCCD first place for “Best Use of Theme, Community 
Contingent” at the 2025 parade. This award reflects the dedication of our students, staff, and planning committee, and we 
are incredibly proud of this achievement. 

  

Club Advisor Training 
Student Affairs and the Inter-Club Council hosted the annual Club Advisor Training on Friday, September 5. A total of 34 
faculty, administrators and classified professionals attended the training, which certifies them to serve as club advisors 
for the 2025-2026 academic year. Attendees enjoyed a lively presentation, focused on new developments and updates in 
club policy, and a catered lunch. We look forward to working with all of our club advisors this year! 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all 
the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our students, 
and also to sign up to receive these newsletters straight to their 
inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more information about 
Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/0dc76d9d-32a8-4874-bea9-d825afebdb17
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

  

   

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

Next Generation Dashboards Are Here! 
 
The Office of Institutional Effectiveness is excited to announce the launch of new, redesigned Power BI dashboards that 
make data easier to explore and apply. 

• Now available: the updated Student Characteristics and Course Outcomes Dashboard, offering clear, timely, and 
equity-focused insights. 

• Coming soon: additional dashboards on Awards and Retention. 
To help faculty and staff get the most out of these tools, the IE Office is offering short, 15-minute training sessions that can 
be added to department or school meetings.  
 
To schedule a training session, please contact Nancy Cortes, ncortes@sdccd.edu. 
Visit our dashboards today and see how data can support your work! 
  

https://app.powerbi.com/reportEmbed?reportId=542ee1b5-f12f-42bd-896a-68b6c29e5f9f&autoAuth=true&ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69
https://app.powerbi.com/signin
mailto:ncortes@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ifi2L-KvhTp4OrElwWp-eYUX2nJq5h0v/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nQqIbr0V2WRwxVymoNcnGjy28B8d54E9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ig69NShbbdccY5OSriT_k5-Cjfy7YsVX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLQ458WmK-N5Grx2zhgDBaKCvIAqSXt4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gQi2XFLcaaAVH0cFWJaBpHhQe7a4bsY2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-LK0ryPNKBAW6VNfOPke5W5ud8A0mpq4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tcsexbYEhT2_GQ7LrdHeAYW_Mox4Gpxa/view?usp=sharing


 

  

   

As we continue advancing Mesa2030, we are now preparing to launch Part Two of the Roadmap that will serve as the 
College Strategic Plan from 2026–2030. This work is essential to help us close out the Mesa2030 Educational 
Comprehensive Plan and ensure we remain aligned with our long-term goals of equity, excellence, and student success. 
  
Meeting Schedule (all meetings will be held in MC 211 from 2:00–4:00 p.m.): 
Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
Wednesday, October 8, 2025 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 
Wednesday, December 17, 2025 
 
The composition of the Taskforce will include: 
Faculty: One representative from each school 
Classified Professionals: Four representatives (one from each President/VP area) 
Administrative Leaders: Vice President of Student Services and Vice President of Instruction (or designee) 
Supervisor: One Supervisor 
Co-Chairs: Vice President of Administrative Services and Dean of Institutional Effectiveness  
 
The Taskforce will convene this fall to build on the summer workgroups and convocation engagement, focusing on 
clarifying outcomes, identifying measures, and shaping objectives and actions. Your participation will be vital in helping 
us simplify, align, and tell the story of Mesa2030 while ensuring all voices are reflected in this process. 
  
If you are interested in serving—or would like to nominate a colleague—please submit your name to Mesa2030 Interest 
Form by  
September 15. 

  

 

  

 

https://forms.office.com/r/CvkZms67hb
https://forms.office.com/r/CvkZms67hb
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


Highlight Your Students and Activities! 
 
Next semester, we will be hosting our second ever Spirit of Mesa on Friday, October 10, 2025. This annual fundraiser will 
showcase the activities and students across Mesa College. Have information you’d like donors to know about? We need 
your input! Please give us ideas: bit.ly/SOM25Input 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
  
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, CFRE and 
Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 
  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/SOM25Input
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

