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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community.
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!
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Hello Mesa Community,

Mesa leadership continues to hear the deep despair and uncertainty many are feeling regarding national election promises and
rhetoric that will impact specific populations, including undocumented, LGBTQIA+, and all who have historically faced
marginalization. These uncertainties also impact our aspirations as the leading college of equity and excellence in particular
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI), Title IX protections, equitable funding, accreditation, gender identity rights, and more.

We acknowledge the critical conversations and concerns about systemic inequities and racist practices that have sometimes been
associated with efforts to advance diversity, equity, and inclusion. Now, more than ever, these realities underscore the need to
approach our work with integrity, accountability, and an unwavering commitment to equity.

While I am aware of the many sentiments that have been expressed in the midst of it all, | am sensing the enduring hope and
resilience within our community which strengthens my resolve to lead in ways that honor what we stand for: access, accountability,
diversity, equity, excellence, freedom of expression, integrity, respect, scholarship, and sustainability rather than those things that
attempt to divide and exclude.

Please know that the college and district are diligently examining all federal funding sources, assessing the impact of any reductions,
and exploring sustainable ways to continue providing vital services even if certain funds are no longer available. The state of
California is leading in these efforts and recently reminded us that_California and its Community Colleges Remain Sanctuary



https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/Files/General-Counsel/legal-advisory-24-11-15-california-sanctuary-jurisdiction-a11y.pdf?la=en&hash=6DC0B3352E8341FFF9DB6EEFBF929582CF817039

Jurisdictions. While we can only anticipate what may happen, we are exploring potential outcomes and are actively preparing
comprehensive responses.

Mesa College leadership is unwavering in our dedication to protecting our students. In partnership with our District and the State of
California, we will exhaust every legal avenue and process available to advocate for their needs and well-being. Together, we will be
defined by our commitment to justice, equity, and opportunity for all.

Best, Ashanti

Each year, November 20th marks Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDoR), a day to honor the lives of transgender and
gender-diverse individuals lost to violence and oppression. This is a time to reflect on the strength of the transgender community
and to recommit ourselves to the fight for safety, equity, and inclusion.

This year, we invite you to a Healing Circle on TDOR today from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the Pride Center (room D102). The Healing
Circle is an opportunity to unite as a community, share experiences, and support one another in a safe and affirming
space. Whether you are grieving, seeking comfort, or simply standing in solidarity with the trans community, your presence is valued
and welcome. All students, faculty, staff, and allies are encouraged to attend.

As we honor TDOR, we also look ahead to the opportunities and challenges presented by the upcoming presidential leadership. lItis
crucial that we, as a community, continue to advocate for the safety, equity, and rights of our transgender and queer
members. Together, we must amplify the voices of those most impacted and work to ensure that the policies and practices of our
leaders reflect our commitment to inclusion and justice.

For valuable resources, please click the following links below:
Transgender Resource Web Page | Gender Affirming Gear Services | Pride Center Website | Pride Center Instagram | Pride Center
Linktree

Starting Friday, November 22, 2024, at 5:30pm, all PeopleSoft applications will be shut down to perform PeopleSoft

Tools Upgrade. During this time there will be no access to the PeopleSoft Human Capital Management (HCM), Finance,
and Campus Solutions applications; SDCCD access to email and network drives will remain available during this

period.

The PeopleSoft applications will be back online by 6:00 am on Monday, November 25, 2024.

The People Tools 8.61 upgrade for SDCCD brings many improvements designed to enhance the overall user experience,
streamline navigation, and increase productivity. The refined User Interface allows users to navigate the system more quickly
and efficiently. The upgraded Homepages and NavBar provide a more intuitive interface, reducing the clicks required to access
essential information and perform daily tasks, including the ability to access recent searches and save your common searches.
These navigation enhancements make it easier for users to find what they need quickly, improving overall efficiency across
departments.



https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/Files/General-Counsel/legal-advisory-24-11-15-california-sanctuary-jurisdiction-a11y.pdf?la=en&hash=6DC0B3352E8341FFF9DB6EEFBF929582CF817039
https://gsanetwork.org/resources/transgender-day-of-remembrance/
https://sites.google.com/view/sdmesapridecenter/home?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzLz2-KnrvLXwBgwUgdQpjGbU2tSMOnakWqCbKTpdJwWBoiQ/viewform
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/lgbtq/pride-center.shtml#section1
https://www.instagram.com/sdmesapride/?hl=en
https://linktr.ee/sdmesapride
https://linktr.ee/sdmesapride

As always, if you experience system issues, please submit a ticket through the . For immediate
support, contact the IT Services Desk at or 619-388-7000.

Exciting Professional Learning Opportunity: #RealCollege Curriculum Now Available at Mesa!

San Diego Mesa College is excited to announce the availability of the #RealCollege Curriculum’s first course, offered by
national nonprofit organization Believe in Students! This is a resource for faculty and staff committed to supporting students
facing basic needs insecurity. The curriculum includes:

e Quick and Easy Access: A simple process to get started right away.

Free First Course: The first course, "The Students We Have", is available at no cost and can be completed in 90-
minutes.

Flexible Learning: Asynchronous modules for on-demand learning at your own pace.

Efficient Training: Can be used as a guide for your campus community to drive impactful change across
departments and divisions.

Practical Application: Tools and strategies that can be implemented immediately to support student success.

Join your Mesa colleagues who have already experienced the benefits of this curriculum and be part of the improvements of

Mesa'’s basic needs ecosystem! You can access the course here: https://rcc.believeinstudents.org/ and the password is
RCC2024.

Please reach out to Dr. Janue Johnson (jjohnson001@sdccd.edu) if you have any questions.

Did you know that nearly 45% of local college

students face food insecurity? To address this issue, Dld you knOW that
join Cal Coast Credit Union November 1-30 for the 6th nearly h 3 “ Of COllege

Annual Pack the Pantry virtual food drive! Your

support will help fill food pantries and nutrition centers Students experience
on local community college campuses with healthy A TIPS
meals. For every dollar you donate, the San Diego fOOd InSGCUfIty .

Food Bank can provide 2 meals. That means a $50

donation can provide 100 healthy meals to support

community college students in need! A donation in
any amount can be made easily and securely to
benefit our campus. Together we can help local
college students! Thank you for your generosity!

students who face food
insecurity have higher rates of
e
|
Donate missing class faillng and missing

here!- https://sandiegofoodbank.donorsupport.co/- 3 Groppiag it SIERmenIy

INOFWDDDA?member=SMMFEXYX

huip these studenls by donaling to campus food pantnes’'asutntion centers
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https://help.sdccd.edu/support/home
mailto:ithelp@sdccd.edu
https://believeinstudents.org/realcollege-curriculum/
https://believeinstudents.org/
https://rcc.believeinstudents.org/
mailto:jjohnson001@sdccd.edu
https://sandiegofoodbank.donorsupport.co/-/NQFWDDDA?member=SMMFEXYX
https://sandiegofoodbank.donorsupport.co/-/NQFWDDDA?member=SMMFEXYX

Please join us in welcoming and congratulating Dr. Julia Schafer as she’ll be a new
Assistant Professor of Chemistry starting Spring 2025.

Julia has a Ph.D. in Chemistry from San Diego State University (SDSU) and
University of California San Diego, a M.S. in Chemistry from SDSU, and a B.S. in
Chemistry from Pacific Lutheran University. Since 2018 she has served as the
Director of General Chemistry at the University of San Diego, where she oversees
curriculum and content. In this role, she has created a warm and welcoming
environment for students, lab technicians and other adjunct faculty alike. In her own
classes, she goes above and beyond to ensure all her students feel valued, and to
meet them where they are at.

On the personal side, she loves to be outside hiking, paddle boarding or playing with
her dog. She has two kids, one in college and one that just graduated (She remarks:
“It is awesome having two kids in their 20s”). They love going to the zoo and
traveling together. She has been married to her husband for 30 years and they have
both always been in education. “We used to have a photography business, so we still
take too many pictures of everything. My favorite food is burritos and tacos or

anything that you can put guacamole on!”
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Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys
Newsletter!

The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all
the great things that are happening on our campus. We
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our students,
and also to sign up to receive these newsletters straight to their
inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more information about
Mesa Journeys:
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys

Please click on the flyers to enlarge.


https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/4b1fed99-ac81-4e06-b4ad-3bbfbcc1483e
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/4b1fed99-ac81-4e06-b4ad-3bbfbcc1483e
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
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Athletes Through Time

This display considers both Native — -
Americon athletes throughout the

20th and 2ist centuries and the LRC 435
Importance of athiletics to Native 11:1000=12: 30
Americon culturos.

Indigenous Student
Alliance Film Screening:
“Trail of Tears

The indigenous Student Alliance will
be holding a scroening of the
documentary “Trail of Tears:
Chorokee Legacy,” which was
financed by the Cherokee Nation
and Eastern Band Cherokee indians
to toll the story of their removal and
their perseverance today.

PRIDE CENTER, D102
11:006=2:00pm

Native American
Perspectives on Inclusion
and identity

The CDAIE PL will host a ponel =T

discussion that will center on Notive

American voices, highlighting their -

unique experiencos Gnd chokenges SB-107
within the community. Wo will exploro 1:00=2:00:
the challenges and opportunities in

fostering inclusion, addressing cultural

Identity, and confronting systemic

barriers.

Kumeyaay Visual
Storytelling Project

Members of the team involved in the 2 )

Kumeyaay Visual Storytelling Project
will discuss the project, which

Cormbines ot sikomeyory  MIESA QUAD
historians, academics, and visuol ~ %

artists to tell the story of the Kumeyaay 11:000~1:00m
In graphic novel/comic form.

Monica Zavala:
Anindigenous Educational
and Artistic Journey

Monica Zavala (Gabrlelino/Tongva
Naotion) will describe hor journey in
higher sducation, development os
o visuol artist, and how her
Indigenous identity has shaped hor
lite and career.

Weaving: Engaging
Community Through

the Power of 2Spirit,
Indigenous-Queer Stories

Participants will be guided through o
community storytelling circle
focilitated by Juan A Reynoso (The
Quoer SOL Collective); a local 28
Kumoyaay Educator. Participants will
draw connections to Indigenous, Queer,
LGBTQ+ intersectionality.

Native American
Heritage Information
Resource Session

Join the Equity Liarian and the ndigenous
Students Alliance Chub Gt we share & connect
with our wealth of resources ond services
from the Mesa’s Libeory's Notive Americon
Horitoge Month Resource Gulde. We wit also
Bhare community re3carces to colebeats the
ochievermnents of Notlve Americans and
recognize their central roke In U.S. history.

Heritage Month
Resource Fair

Join us! This ovent is celebrating
Indigenous cultures, traditions, and
contributions. There will be resources
and informational booths, promating
aworeness, education, and community
engogement. There will be Indigenous
guests spoakers ond performances
starting at 11:00am.

Lucio Lira (Ha/ They/£EL)

Sage Shevkolanko (She/They)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tv_KRfhd23fG9UsbUmPdHiLVr5A5ZMuU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1380eUMdOrpgigp0ANRhYQmnJmJea5Ufq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ofOmE7miGVmBRpwtm-ndUDfGZ_EOdTjT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/115KBw_SreV0irqjh2OUwrWkamuzV-rja/view?usp=sharing
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGNSqLLtxI/vPdfghnSUYuhNjtUKtUhtA/edit?utm_content=DAGNSqLLtxI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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Beginning Friday, November
22nd Events and Operations
will be hosting office hours
each Friday, from 1-2 pm on
zoom.

Please drop-in to receive
support on event location,
space availability and more.

OFFICE OF L egource é'wo/&f//w#? )

Scholarship Renewal Time
Many of you generously support scholarships for students. It's that time of year to renew and fund your scholarship. If you lead a
scholarship, please keep an eye out for emails with a link to renew.

For questions, contact Olivia Light at mesascholarbuddy@gmail.com

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links
below:


mailto:mesascholarbuddy@gmail.com

Associated Students Classified Senate

Academic Senate

Jr-The Erow

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links

below:

Mesa College Newsroom Mesa College Events Calendar

Ashanti Hands, Ed.D.

President | San Diego Mesa College

Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed!
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721
Mesa College | Student Support Services
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http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

