
 
 
Weekly Update from Prez Hands - November 13, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 

The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 

Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

   

 

  

 

Friendly reminder that all Innovation Grants applications due (including all necessary approvals) by 5:00 pm on Friday, 

November 15, 2024. If you’re considering submitting a proposal for funding of up to $3,000 for innovative projects that support student 

success, now is a great time to finalize your application! 

 

KEY STEPS: 

1. Complete Your Application - Access the application and resources here:  Innovation Grant Application. 

2. Gather Required Approvals - Your Dean and Vice President must approve your application by the deadline.  

  

Exciting Professional Learning Opportunity: #RealCollege Curriculum Now Available at Mesa! 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/r/bfRz3EiKub__;!!PwqFijg!o4zKtFFjWQ9wZUSoiAy9hhUKlK4b-vzCXRadWh7bAAt2PwY-142jjXD5rHLjWGM4zAuy26PtWPFcS-ccSQ$


San Diego Mesa College is excited to announce the availability of the #RealCollege Curriculum’s first course, offered by national 

nonprofit organization  Believe in Students! This is a resource for faculty and staff committed to supporting students facing basic 

needs insecurity. The curriculum includes:  

• Quick and Easy Access: A simple process to get started right away. 

• Free First Course: The first course, "The Students We Have", is available at no cost and can be completed in 90-

minutes. 

• Flexible Learning: Asynchronous modules for on-demand learning at your own pace. 

• Efficient Training: Can be used as a guide for your campus community to drive impactful change across departments 

and divisions. 

• Practical Application: Tools and strategies that can be implemented immediately to support student success. 

Join your Mesa colleagues who have already experienced the benefits of this curriculum and be part of the improvements of 

Mesa’s basic needs ecosystem! You can access the course here: https://rcc.believeinstudents.org/ and the password is 

RCC2024. 

Please reach out to Dr. Janue Johnson (jjohnson001@sdccd.edu) if you have any questions.  
  

   

 

 

The San Diego Community College District was responsible for 

generating $5.8 billion in added income to the regional economy during 

the 2023-24 fiscal year, according to the latest study by a leading 

provider of economic and labor market data. To read more, click here for 

the SDCCD Report.  
  

The PeopleSoft tools upgrade that was scheduled to occur this upcoming weekend, November 9th, has been postponed to the 

weekend of November 23rd. 

  

The People Tools 8.61 upgrade for SDCCD brings many improvements designed to enhance the overall user experience, 

streamline navigation, and increase productivity. The refined User Interface allows users to navigate the system more quickly and 

efficiently. The upgraded Homepages and NavBar provide a more intuitive interface, reducing the clicks required to access 

essential information and perform daily tasks, including the ability to access recent searches and save your common searches. 

These navigation enhancements make it easier for users to find what they need quickly, improving overall efficiency across 

departments. Please note that the upgrade is now scheduled for the weekend of November 23rd, 2024. 
  

https://believeinstudents.org/realcollege-curriculum/
https://believeinstudents.org/
https://rcc.believeinstudents.org/
mailto:jjohnson001@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2024/economic-impact.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2024/economic-impact.aspx


 

Did you know that nearly 45% of local college students face 

food insecurity? To address this issue, join Cal Coast Credit 

Union November 1-30 for the 6th Annual Pack the Pantry 

virtual food drive! Your support will help fill food pantries and 

nutrition centers on local community college campuses with 

healthy meals. For every dollar you donate, the San Diego 

Food Bank can provide 2 meals. That means a $50 donation 

can provide 100 healthy meals to support community college 

students in need! A donation in any amount can be made 

easily and securely to benefit our campus. Together we can 

help local college students! Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Donate here!        https://sandiegofoodbank.donorsupport.co/-

/NQFWDDDA?member=SMMFEXYX     
 

 

 

   

 
 

  

   

   

 

 

Please join us in welcoming and congratulating Gianfranco Calafiore as a new Assistant Professor in 

Biology starting Spring 2025. 

 

Gianfranco received his M.S. in Human Anatomy & Physiology Instruction from Northeast College of 

Health Sciences in NY, his Doctor of Chiropractic from National University of Health Sciences in 

Illinois and his B.S. in Biology from Elmhurst College, also in Illinois. He has been an adjunct here at 

Mesa in the Biology Department since 2020.  He is “very excited” to now be a full-time department 

member. 

  

Gianfranco is an empathetic and kind instructor that wants all his students to be successful. He strives 

to create a classroom where students belong and are comfortable being themselves. He forms strong 

relationships with his colleagues and understands how to serve different student populations. 

  

Outside of teaching, Gianfranco lives in El Cajon with his partner of 3 years and their 1-year old pup, 

Echo. He enjoys weight training, hiking and supporting all the amazing small businesses in the area, 

especially restaurants! 

  

Welcome & congratulations! 
  

 
 

  

 

  

https://sandiegofoodbank.donorsupport.co/-/NQFWDDDA?member=SMMFEXYX
https://sandiegofoodbank.donorsupport.co/-/NQFWDDDA?member=SMMFEXYX


   

 

 

At Mesa College, we deeply appreciate and honor the service and 

sacrifice of our veterans. We are committed to providing a welcoming 

and supportive environment for those who have served in the U.S. 

Armed Forces. Veterans are an integral part of our campus community, 

and we recognize the valuable skills, leadership, and diverse 

experiences they bring to our academic environment. 

 

Mesa has been celebrating our veterans with some amazing events this 

week, and offers so many great resources for our military community. 

Please click here for the latest Veterans Newsletter.  
 

 

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all the 
great things that are happening on our campus. We encourage all 

faculty and staff to pass this along to our students, and also to sign up to 
receive these newsletters straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign 

up and for more information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 

 

 

 

   

Please click on the flyers to enlarge.  
  

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

https://conta.cc/3YwCCNX
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/b27c8ffb-9a50-47f9-be5b-6e63ebde01ee
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O4KuubWt1hyN2AyQ13UGC5i_OUKhpbMR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ofOmE7miGVmBRpwtm-ndUDfGZ_EOdTjT/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
The Transfer Center is providing application support 
through October and November! Please scan the QR 
codes to the right, and if you have questions please 
contact the Transfer Center at mesatransfer@sdccd.edu. 
 

 

 

   

 
 

  

   

mailto:mesatransfer@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1380eUMdOrpgigp0ANRhYQmnJmJea5Ufq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tv_KRfhd23fG9UsbUmPdHiLVr5A5ZMuU/view?usp=sharing


   

 
 

  

   

Scholarship Renewal Time 

Many of you generously support scholarships for students. It's that time of year to renew and fund your scholarship. If you lead a 

scholarship, please keep an eye out for emails with a link to renew. 

 

For questions, contact Olivia Light at mesascholarbuddy@gmail.com 
  

   

 

 

On October 25, over 170 community members came together for the 

Spirit of Mesa celebration and fundraiser to honor San Diego Mesa 

College's 60 years of impact and raise funds for the future. Together, 

we enjoyed an inspiring program highlighting Mesa's programs and 

raised over $65,000 in support of Mesa's students.  

To view photos from the Spirit of Mesa event, please click the link 

below: 

Spirit of Mesa Photos 
  

 
 

  

mailto:mesascholarbuddy@gmail.com
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBQ1Rv


 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links 

below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links 

below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 

Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 

President | San Diego Mesa College 

Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 

7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 

Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
Eileen S. Hayward | Administrative Technician 
Office of the President, San Diego Mesa College 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104 | San Diego, CA 92111 | sdmesa.edu 
ehayward@sdccd.edu | 619-388-2721 (Office) | 619-388-2929 (Fax) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
mailto:ehayward@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

