
 

   

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. The 

updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the Leading 

College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

   

 

  

   

San Diego Mesa College will undergo an ACCJC Peer Review Team visit from February 26 - 28, 2024 as part of our comprehensive 

evaluation process. 

 

The team will focus on five core inquiries that relate to areas of clarification, improvement, or commendation: 

• Identification of student learning outcomes, particularly in the case of CTE courses and programs 

• Regular assessment of learning outcomes 

• Student-centered scheduling approach 

• Innovative equity efforts that empower people, not position 

• College-level governance processes and policies 

 

The campus community is invited to meet and interact with the Peer Review Team at the Open Forum on February 26, 2024 from 9:30 

a.m. - 10:30 a.m. in MC-211 A/B.  

 

The team will present preliminary findings at a brief Exit Report on February 28, 2024 at 12:00 p.m. in MC 211 A/B.  

  

Last week, SDCCD representatives, including our own Associated Student President, Ixchel Valencia, took a trip to the Nation’s Capital to 

advocate for Community Colleges. Click this YouTube video to learn more about the trip. 

  

 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqG_tkJZTqk


 

  

 

San Diego Mesa College was selected as part of the 2024 Agricultural 

Export Market Challenge by USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service in 

cooperation with the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities. Dr. 

Waverly Ray, Geography Professor is mentoring the following Mesa 

students for the 2024 Spring semester with this immersive learning 

experience: 

• Carson Brumfield, Chemistry major 

• Aidan Middleton, Business major 

• Jenny Tong, Economics/Business Administration major 

• Victoria Velasquez, Business Administration major 

During the five-week Challenge, teams of students from 19 different Minority 

Serving Intuitions will develop and present a market entry strategy for a 

fictitious American company seeking sales opportunities for a U.S. food or 

agricultural product in an overseas market. The team that completes and 

wins the Challenge receives an opportunity to meet with USDA leaders in 

Washington, D.C. More information about the challenge is available at 

https://fas.usda.gov/market-challenge.   

 

Good luck to the Mesa team in competing in the 2024 

Agricultural Export Market Challenge! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 

Fall 2024 Promise applications are now open. The Priority deadline is April 5, 2024 and the application deadline is  

August 5, 2024. Applications are available at www.sdccd.edu/promise.  

 

The first of District Promise Info Nights occurred on February 13, 2024. All events are scheduled 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. on March 5, April 16, May 14 

and June 25 via Zoom. Register here: RSVP for District Promise Info Nights. 

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/fas.usda.gov/market-challenge__;!!PwqFijg!rKm-iC2cc_SaSD5G-f21fM5mwY8s_8xqXOzUEXzf74NnNs5xOUZST1uNvrXspPEb5DLPPzpVrvonaFQfydCrta9qpFQ$
http://www.sdccd.edu/promise
https://www.sdccd.edu/about/departments-and-offices/communications-and-public-relations/newscenter/articles/2024/promise-registration-fall-2024.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are thrilled to present Jumpstart Your Success on Saturday, March 

9, 2024, from 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. This is a time that we invite 

prospective students to our campus and showcase what we have to offer, 

and how great we do it!  The program will include student support services, 

academics, department resources, clubs, and the lively community feel we 

all create at Mesa.  We encourage you to host a table for your department 

or service area so that you can provide information, share a demonstration, 

make connections with prospective students, and showcase what your 

department offers. Follow this link to the online registration form, which is 

due by Friday, March 1, 2024. For more info on JumpStart visit 

www.sdmesa.edu/jumpstart.  
 

 

Financial Literacy Workshop focused on Understanding Taxes: The FAST Scholars and NextUp team will be hosting Cal Coast on 

Thursday, March 7 from 12:00-1:00 pm to lead a workshop on taxes at the FAST Center, K-101. Food will be provided to all attendees. 
  

 

Mesa Peer Navigator applications are now 

open! Encourage students to join a great team of 

leaders to mentor new Mesa College Olympians! 

Deadline to apply is February 27, 2024. Apply at 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/pn-app. 
 

 

 

Jillian Ventrone, Veterans Counselor, and Adrian 

Tanjuaquio, Veterans Student Services 

Technician, represented Mesa Veterans and 

attended Dinner and a Class, sponsored by 

Liberty Housing. The program provides 

educational funding opportunities for military 

families. They provided information on military 

benefits and services. Information can be 

accessed through this link. 
 

 

 

SDSU Guardian Scholars for a Day: The 

NextUp & FAST Scholars Team will be attending 

Guardian Scholars for a Day at San Diego State 

University (SDSU) with students on Wednesday, 

March 20, 2024, from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Transportation will be provided to students from 

Mesa College to SDSU and from SDSU to Mesa 

College. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarship applications are still available! Please encourage 

your students to apply to the Mesa College Foundation 

Scholarships by going to sdmesa.academicworks.com. Our 

Scholarships webpage has all the information you might need! 

 

The final deadline to apply is Tonight, February 15th, at 

11:59pm! 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  

   

http://www.sdmesa.edu/jumpstart
https://www.sdmesa.edu/pn-app
https://sdccd0-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jventrone_sdccd_edu/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fjventrone%5Fsdccd%5Fedu%2FDocuments%2FAttachments%2FLIBERTY%20HOUSING%202024%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fjventrone%5Fsdccd%5Fedu%2FDocuments%2FAttachments&ga=1
https://sdmesa.academicworks.com/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Teams phone system is in the 

midst of being installed throughout 

campus! Currently the Learning Resource 

Center and Exercise Science buildings have 

been upgraded. Please be on the lookout for 

more information on our new Teams phone 

system, and if you'd like to get ahead, scan 

the QR below for more training information.  
 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

  

 

We are thrilled to announce that a familiar team member is embarking on a new journey with us as a 

Research and Planning Analyst – Adriana Caetano Fournier. Adriana, a proud Mesa alumna and former 

Mesa tutor, graduated with a master's degree in Computer Science from CSUSM, ranking in the top 15% of 

her class. 

 

Adriana brings a wealth of strong technical experience, having taught computer science at MiraCosta 

College and conducted market analysis for the Asset Management Team at Clearway Energy, a Green 

Tech company. We are especially proud of her previous role as a Research Assistant in IE as she 

mastered the intricacies of enrollment management and has been leading the alignment effort with the 

district's dashboard. Outside of work, Adriana is a wife and a mom of two and two stepchildren. In her spare 

time, Adriana loves going to Yoga, enjoys baking, and in the winter, you might find her on the mountain 

snowboarding.  

 

In her new role, Adriana will primarily be supporting HSI and AANAPISI initiatives. 

 

Fun fact, in her previous life, Adriana was an architect, and she has seamlessly brought her creativity, 

design expertise, problem-solving skills, technological proficiency, teamwork, project management, and 

attention to detail into her research role. I am confident that she will continue to achieve great things with 

us. 

 

Let us extend a warm welcome and congrats to Adriana with open arms to her new role. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 



To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links 

below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 

Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 

President | San Diego Mesa College 

Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 

7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 

Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

