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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our 
community. The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of 
becoming the Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

   

 

  

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mesa's Speech and Debate team triumphed at the International 
Forensics Association's 35th Annual International Speech and 
Debate Tournament, securing first place in debate and making 
history as the most successful debate team in the Association's 

history! Pictured above are Mesa’s winning students, Dylan 
Dorman and Jasmin Fathi. 

 
In addition to the victory, Mesa College earned second and third 

place honors in debate, as well as a seventh-place finish in 
persuasion. 

 
We couldn't be more proud of our talented students! 

 

 



 

President Hands is featured in the March 2025 Issue of Diverse: Issues in Higher Education. Alongside President Kellie 
Sims Butler of Solano Community College and President Melanie Dixon of the College of Alameda, President Hands 
reflects on her personal path to the presidency and some of the challenges she faced along the way.  
 
To read the article, please click this link: Black Women Navigating the Path to College Presidency 
(Note: to view this article, you will need a free subscription to Diverse) 
  

   

In effort to foster open dialogue with and within the Mesa College Community, President Hands will be hosting open 
office hours throughout the Spring 2025 Semester.  
 
Individual meetings will be limited to a 15 minute time block, and will be available during these dates and times: 
 
Thursday, April 10 | 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Friday, April 25 | 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday, May 1 | 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, May 8 | 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
To sign up, please use this form. You will hear back from one of the President’s Office staff members to confirm your 
date and time.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Eileen Hayward at ehayward@sdccd.edu. 
 
Thank you for your continued engagement and support. President Hands looks forward to hearing from our campus 
community and values the contributions each of you brings to our collective efforts. 
  

 

  

   

 

To All Mesa College Faculty 
 
You are invited to participate in San Diego Mesa College’s Commencement to be held at the San Diego Mesa College, 
Merrill Douglas Stadium, on Friday, May 30, 2025, at 2:00 p.m.  
  

https://www.diverseeducation.com/views/article/15738253/black-women-navigating-the-path-to-college-presidency
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfoetSJdKxhkmZ-vqhC7YAg9fmRa8NIivZ3WEnhwDQlSu6ohQ/viewform?usp=sharing
mailto:ehayward@sdccd.edu


Commencement truly is the culmination of our work together as educators and a time when the college faculty 
formally recognize their students as they receive their official college degrees and certificates. It is truly a moving 
experience to see our students receive their degrees and see the pride in their faces as well as the faces of their 
friends and family. Your presence is a statement of the faculty’s enduring commitment to the students that you have 
educated so well, and we do hope that you will plan to participate. 
  
The Commencement Committee is planning for a graduation ceremony that is memorable for all. We look forward to 
your participation in this year’s graduation ceremony. Please click the link below to RSVP and/or order your 
graduation regalia. The deadline to order regalia is Monday, March 17, 2025. If the March 17th  deadline is missed, 
please contact Frank Fernandez at ffernand@sdccd.edu or Jacqueline Collins at jcollins001@sdccd.edu to see if extra 
regalia is available for your use. 
  
Website: https://www.sdmesa.edu/regalia 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Calling all dog lovers in Mesa!            
 
This Saturday, come out and support our students at the 

Annual Spring Dog Wash!              
 
Not only will your furry friends get pampered, but you’ll also 

be helping our students raise funds for their programs!       
 

     Don’t forget to book your appointment in advance to 
secure your spot! 
 
This Saturday March, 15, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
P-300 building, located at the corner of Genessee Ave. and 
Marlesta Dr. 
 
https://bit.ly/MesaDogWash 
 

 

mailto:ffernand@sdccd.edu
mailto:jcollins001@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdmesa.edu/regalia
https://bit.ly/MesaDogWash
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U9oY3vG9Ld_52UNPC0pJ6AL2bZmMefQD/view?usp=sharing


 

 
Women's History Month - The (Dance) Floor 
Remains Undefeated: No eXcuses: Making Sure 
the Dance Floor Stays Safe 
 
To kick off Women's History Month, AANAPISI, 
Mesa Dance Department, and the Mesa College 
Dance Club partnered to host an impactful 
workshop for our dance community, highlighting 
the contributions of women throughout history, 
their leadership in addressing sexual assault, and 
the importance of collective preventive action. 
 
A huge thank you to Donna Flournoy, Flordaliza 
Abuyo, and Christian Lumba for their collaboration, 
and to our special guests from the Pacific 
Northwest, May and Louie Praseuth of the Good 
Foot Arts Collective, for bringing the No Xcuses: 
Sexual Assault Prevention Tour to SD Mesa College! 
 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 
 
 
Join us for a special two-part workshop for educational leaders! 
 
The SDCCD Division of Educational Services and the Mesa College 
Office of Instruction present "Embracing the Paradigm Shift: Core 
Competencies for Equity Advancing College Leaders" featuring Lasana 
Hotep.  
 
For more information, click here for the flyer.  
 
 

 

 

  

 

  

https://www.instagram.com/mesacollegedanceclub/
https://www.instagram.com/mesacollegedanceclub/
https://www.thegoodfootarts.org/
https://www.thegoodfootarts.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14fuQbzP5cLyy7r9RS9ctArLgwZye41z_/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look 
at all the great things that are happening on our campus. 
We encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to 
our students, and also to sign up to receive these 
newsletters straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign 
up and for more information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
San Diego Mesa College is thrilled to present 
Jumpstart Your Success on Saturday, March 22, 
2025, from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. This is the time 
that we invite hundreds of prospective students, 
their families and friends to Mesa College as we 
highlight what we have to offer, how we can 
support their academic goals, and boost their 
professional goals. 
 
Please promote this event to all prospective 
students. This is one of Mesa College’s biggest and 
best events!  
Click here for more information on Jumpstart. 
  
If you have any questions (email to: 
clee@sdccd.edu), we hope you will spread the 
word and join the fun! 
  

Click on the flyer to enlarge.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/3cd3ba57-8b03-42fb-a512-f96248a3d742
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/jumpstart/index.shtml
mailto:clee@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/jumpstart/_assets/2025_JumpstartFlyerV07.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17VAyWaN3n9nVcsHCBo_O10zkIMYho45h/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lBz44qlz0mcsbLJjp3sP3aLH87B6XsY3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ysNswZT83KjYhRrxb2jokzaWgCl3ctOV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ItsNzwf230pmdPP6m3Ca-KmS7GP6RYeC/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

Did you know… 
 
When you look at all giving across the nation to nonprofits, over 70% of contributions come from individuals–not 
corporations. So many of you are a part of this majority, giving generously to our students and mission. Thank you for 
supporting Mesa! 
  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JyXZ5hb_RRWSqHFKhzPCrV_K-hTuwW_s/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1COcv46ymfEPtWSdbKx0akmgeD12AyCJL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1obOZmOYh_w4uPrLUSrsB_6W2lO1cN-n5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T71hWsA1upG4DCINfp6Lq-DkmzTTW5NO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/182hspdtASw0IupDELIuSDnBu6GR-sNzX/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/


 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

