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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our 
community. The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of 
becoming the Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

   

 

  

   

This Friday, we will be hosting our 59th Commencement Ceremony with a graduating class of more than 1,800 
students. We will be awarding over 1,877 academic degrees and more than 408 certificates. 
 
This milestone reflects the hard work, perseverance, and brilliance of our students and the unwavering support of 
our faculty, classified professionals, administrators, and community. Each degree and certificate tells a story of 
resilience, purpose, and possibility. 
 
We look forward to celebrating our graduates as they take the stage, claim their space, and begin the next chapter of 
their journey.  
 
Congratulations, Class of 2025! 
  



 

 

 

 

1 Day Away - Join #MesaGivingDay 
 
You can double your donation! In honor of our commencement 
and the hard work of our students, the San Diego Mesa College 
Foundation is matching all donations made for #MesaGivingDay on 
Thursday, May 29!   
 
All giving up to $10,000 will be doubled with a 1:1 match, and are 
accepted through Saturday, May 31.  
  
Honor students and pave the way for the next generation of 
Olympians by giving at any amount or spreading the word: 
sdmesa.edu/mesagivingday  
 

 

 

Summer 2025 Modified Work Schedule 
 
Mesa College will go in a 4x10 Schedule starting the 
week of June 2, 2025 until August 8, 2025.  
 
Please note: 
Juneteenth will be observed on Thursday, June 
19th. All District offices and campuses will be 
closed. 
Independence Day, which lands on a Friday, will be 
observed on an alternate date at the manager's 
discretion. Please note that the date you choose 
must be either on a Thursday or Monday.  
 

 

 

  

 

Save the Date: One Login for All SDCCD PeopleSoft ERP System Coming October 13, 2025 
  
As we prepare for the upcoming summer break, we’re pleased to share an important update that will enhance 
your digital experience this fall. 
  
Beginning October 13, 2025, SDCCD will expand Single Sign-On (SSO) services to include the PeopleSoft ERP 
applications — Campus Solutions, Human Resources, and Finance. This upgrade will allow users to securely access 
these systems using their SDCCD email credentials, eliminating the need to log in separately for each application. 
  
Why This Matters? 
With SSO, employees and students will enjoy: 
  

• One login, multiple systems – Seamless access to Campus Solutions, HCM, Finance, and more using a 
single set of credentials. 

• Enhanced Security – Protection through Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA). 

http://sdmesa.edu/mesagivingday
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N5EPZNYcsQrucdQkoaYZC85qtLMSGvpt/view?usp=drive_link


• Streamlined support – Reduced login issues and easier troubleshooting. 
• Improved efficiency – A more convenient and productive experience for students, faculty, and staff. 

As we approach the launch, you can expect additional details, setup instructions, and training resources to be 
shared in early fall. In the meantime, we encourage you to visit our Single Sign-On (SSO) resource page, located 
under Documents and Resources on the SDCCD Information Technology Services website, for more information. 

  

 

  

   

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

CTE x LOFT Present "AI in the Workforce Part 1: Industry Insights" 
 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for "AI in the Workforce Part 1: Industry Insights" on Friday May 23rd. This CTE 
x LOFT event brought together panelists from Health Care, Building Construction, Libraries & Research, and 
Computer Science to discuss how AI is reshaping the workforce.  
  
Our panelists shared valuable insights into the opportunities and challenges AI presents across various industries, 
including enhancing occupational safety in construction, enabling HIPAA-compliant personalized disease 
management in healthcare, supporting research and information literacy, and accelerating innovation in software 
development. 
  
Panelists also provided ideas on how faculty can support students in AI literacy to prepare for the workforce.  
  
Interested in how you can integrate AI into your curriculum to support student career development? Register for AI in 
the Workforce Part II: Innovating Instruction.  
 
For photos from the event, click here for the Mesa College Flickr Album.  
  

AAPI Community of Practice (Fall 2025) - Now Accepting Applications! 
Are you passionate about supporting AAPI (Asian American Pacific Islander) students? 
Join our AAPI Community of Practice (CoP) this fall to collaborate with colleagues, learn best practices, and help 
shape an inclusive campus environment! 
 
The deadline to apply is this Friday, May 30. Apply ASAP! 
 
Classified Participants 
Faculty Participants 

  

https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/it/documents-and-resources/index.aspx
https://cgnd604.na1.hs-sales-engage.com/Ctc/GD+23284/cGND604/JlY2-6qcW95jsWP6lZ3l3W646M-31zxM7gW5_Zb2j3mGDxYW3003qt9fyHb3N808cb7fQdMSW2pFsh25QfsntW7br9bT3sy_94W1hnjzd8LglYRW2NMpVp7h98YRW5PHVlw6lSHHGW8SSN2f3KpNz5W5xnxXr6j-kWDW1DvfvB5-mPbhN6jN-WQzPH8gW1dhQyf2PDH5fN4dgxq1JGSkqW50KDj46p0LSJVbmvcs8y70gNVtqNM_57nHhjW764tgM5c2vDlW3WKHXb24sjlJN3G19cg3S3_mW7tGzp772hJ1DMSpf-sH-SH1W2X61X86rCQ0LVJHP9P8pdVXmVCnFSt3RM0zHW89DTsx8VTc1lW5DR5p76GGgc8N367BSymXBvxW63HMbq4xDvT_f3p6vTH04
https://cgnd604.na1.hs-sales-engage.com/Ctc/GD+23284/cGND604/JlY2-6qcW95jsWP6lZ3l3W646M-31zxM7gW5_Zb2j3mGDxYW3003qt9fyHb3N808cb7fQdMSW2pFsh25QfsntW7br9bT3sy_94W1hnjzd8LglYRW2NMpVp7h98YRW5PHVlw6lSHHGW8SSN2f3KpNz5W5xnxXr6j-kWDW1DvfvB5-mPbhN6jN-WQzPH8gW1dhQyf2PDH5fN4dgxq1JGSkqW50KDj46p0LSJVbmvcs8y70gNVtqNM_57nHhjW764tgM5c2vDlW3WKHXb24sjlJN3G19cg3S3_mW7tGzp772hJ1DMSpf-sH-SH1W2X61X86rCQ0LVJHP9P8pdVXmVCnFSt3RM0zHW89DTsx8VTc1lW5DR5p76GGgc8N367BSymXBvxW63HMbq4xDvT_f3p6vTH04
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdmesa/albums/72177720326454459
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGNlMLsiKg/ERucHqzxKvLbFt3CTnr1mA/edit?utm_content=DAGNlMLsiKg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://forms.office.com/r/XEnF3vZhet
https://forms.office.com/r/CmjJdvEVZh


   

 

 

 

Recap - May 19 & 21: Kapwa Scholars Summit 
Our Mesa Scholars of the Kapwa Learning Community shared 
their final projects at the annual Kapwa Scholars Summit. 
Congratulations to all their participants and best wishes for 
your next classes. If you have any incoming students who may 
benefit from the learning community, have them join here! 
  

 

  

 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look 
at all the great things that are happening on our campus. 
We encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to 
our students, and also to sign up to receive these 
newsletters straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign 
up and for more information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSek7yzmiAY8PPEsobkb3PfH4uIMdPiOEvGJSasIr3ijJ8H6AQ/viewform
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/c20e577d-973a-4b3a-a34a-6f56888c6d0b
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


 

  

Spring Semester Fundraising by the Numbers 
  

 

$194,147 
raised since January 
 

 

 

$209,000 
Scholarships 
Awarded in April 
 

  

 

188 
Students Served by 
Scholarships 
 

 

 

$77,000 
In Grants secured 
 

 

Highlight on Grant Activities 
With the support of Dr. Mike Lettieri and in collaboration with faculty and Deans, we have been able to review 10 
grants and apply for 7 grants (and support the SDCCD Foundation in another application). Of these, 3 have been 
funded and 2 are pending funder decision-making. This has brought in $77,000 in support for the students and 
mission of Mesa College, including: 

• $70,000 in support for the Mesa Impactship Program  
o Kudos to Alex Berry, Pavel Consuegra, Shawn Fawcett for putting together the request, and Prez 

Hands for supporting the success of with a funder meeting 
• $2,000 in support of a Study Abroad initiative 

o Kudos to Dora Shoenbrun-Fernandez for her leadership and efforts on the grant 
• $5,000 in support of students who have experienced foster care 

o Kudos to Marlene Gracia, Ivonne Valencia-Meza, Karla Trutna, and Leticia Diaz for their collaboration 
and dedicated support for FAST Scholars and NextUP students 

  

   

 

 

 

We are overjoyed to have been able to welcome Kiana Kikuchi to the Resource 
Development Team.  
 
Originally from Anaheim, CA, Kiana moved to San Diego to pursue her education. 
She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and Sociology as well as a 
Master's in Communication Studies from San Diego State University. Kiana brings 
several years of experience in higher education, having served in both staff and 
faculty roles. Her passion for supporting students and contributing to campus 
communities makes her a valuable addition to our team. Outside of work, Kiana 
enjoys surfing, powerlifting, and golfing. 
  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kiana-kikuchi-614b69135/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


Highlight Your Students and Activities! 
 
Next semester, we will be hosting our second ever Spirit of Mesa on Friday, October 10, 2025. This annual 
fundraiser will showcase the activities and students across Mesa College. Have information you’d like donors to 
know about? We need your input! Please give us ideas: bit.ly/SOM25Input 

  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/SOM25Input
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

