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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
JOIN THE SDCCD AT THE ANNUAL PRIDE PARADE 
  
Students, faculty, administrators, and classified 
professionals from the San Diego Community College 
District will walk in the annual San Diego Pride 
Parade on Saturday, July 20, one of the largest in the 
country, with up to 100,000 spectators expected. 
This year’s parade theme is "Making History Now."  
  
Free T-shirts will be provided to the first 400 SDCCD 
participants. A free shuttle service will run between 
the Old Naval Hospital, on President’s Way, and Park 
Boulevard to the start of the parade route.  
  
PRIDE PARADE INFORMATION 
 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMadCC5HrejedOvScxbELHv-VUNldQTEQ5TEZJS1BSREM2VlNQMDkwVlM4NS4u__;!!PwqFijg!teHskIvMCAluDyT3uqwmNXuwrHvkYuKnwcZXVTw-4X2mflvfCAaUImTplECwCXgru4zTikLqRCBArcI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMadCC5HrejedOvScxbELHv-VUNldQTEQ5TEZJS1BSREM2VlNQMDkwVlM4NS4u__;!!PwqFijg!teHskIvMCAluDyT3uqwmNXuwrHvkYuKnwcZXVTw-4X2mflvfCAaUImTplECwCXgru4zTikLqRCBArcI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMadCC5HrejedOvScxbELHv-VUNldQTEQ5TEZJS1BSREM2VlNQMDkwVlM4NS4u__;!!PwqFijg!teHskIvMCAluDyT3uqwmNXuwrHvkYuKnwcZXVTw-4X2mflvfCAaUImTplECwCXgru4zTikLqRCBArcI$
https://www.sdccd.edu/about/departments-and-offices/communications-and-public-relations/newscenter/articles/2024/pride-parade-event.aspx


San Diego Mesa College Awarded $1.76M to Support First-Generation, Low-Income, and Disabled Students 
Through TRIO Student Support Services  
 
This award marks the continuation of TRIO SSS services on campus since 1977. Since its launch, Mesa’s STAR TRIO 
program has supported hundreds of students in staying enrolled, earning degrees, and preparing for meaningful 
careers. Through individualized services including academic tutoring, financial aid, scholarship guidance, career 
exploration, personal and academic counseling, and mentoring, TRIO SSS empowers students to overcome barriers 
to success. These comprehensive supports make it significantly more likely that students will complete their degree 
or successfully transfer, with the lowest possible debt.   
 
Click here to view story.  

  

   

 

 

Proud to support the District and Mesa College’s 
World Art Collection at the San Diego City Council 
meeting focused on building a bold vision for 
Downtown San Diego’s revitalization. 
 
As part of a coalition led by the Downtown San Diego 
Partnership, Prebys Foundation, U3 Advisors, and the 
San Diego Community College District, this effort 
centers culture, creativity, and community. Chancellor 
Gregory Smith and Dr. Denise Rogers both presented 
on behalf of the District and Mesa College uplifting the 
essential role of public art in shaping a more inclusive 
and vibrant urban core. 

 

 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/san_diego_mesa_college_awarded_trio_grant_to_support_student_equity_and_success.php


 

The San Diego Mesa College Foundation's signature 
fundraising event, Spirit of Mesa, celebrates year 
two!  
 
This event will focus on how Mesa's mission is all the 
more critical at this moment in time. The event brings 
together leaders from across our community who 
share a passion for equity and excellence in education.  
 
Join us and other regional leaders on the beautiful San 
Diego Mesa College campus to celebrate the 
achievements of students, showcase the role of the 
Foundation, and honor the generosity of donors and 
sponsors. Together, we can ensure that nothing stands 
in the way of San Diegans working hard to get an 
education. 
 
Date: Friday, October 10, 2025  
Location: Mesa Quad  
Click Here to RSVP 
 

 

 

   

 

SDCCD Launches SDCCDsafe: Turning Your Smartphone into a Safety Tool 
 
In the coming weeks, the San Diego Community College District will launch 
SDCCDsafe, a free app that turns your smartphone into a safety tool. Safety at all 
SDCCD campuses and facilities is a top priority, and this new app will provide 
students and employees with another way to protect themselves with such 
features as: 

• Placing a direct call to College Police or the 9-8-8 Crisis Lifeline. 
• Setting up a virtual "Friend Walk" so a friend or family member can make 

sure you arrive at your destination safely - whether to a classroom, a 
parking lot, or even somewhere off campus.  

• Reporting an anonymous tip.  
The app will be available for download from the Apple App or Google Play stores 
in mid- to late-June. A notice will be sent out when the app is live. 
 
More details about the app and other District safety services are available at 
sdccd.edu/safety 
 

 

 

   

 

  

   

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/spirit-of-mesa.shtml
https://www.sdccd.edu/safety


   

 

 

AANAPISI Joins SD API Coalition Post-Fourth of 
July Beach Clean Up 
  
On July 7th, AANAPISI Director, Leland 
Simpliciano, and PATH Interns, Salinas Dinh and 
Lida Wang joined SD API Coalition and Paddle for 
Peace for a Post 4th of July beach clean up and 
mindful meditation at Ocean Beach. They 
collected near 10 pounds of trash! (Click here for 
the recap video). To learn more about our 
partnered community organizations and their 
events, check out the links below! 
  
SD API Coalition 
Paddle for Peace 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Student Affairs is pleased to present the FALL 2025 Welcome Week on Monday, August 25th through Thursday, August 
28th! 
 
We strongly encourage all departments that want to have an external (i.e. outdoors) set-up to request space at the 
Welcome Week booths on the Mesa Commons so that we can all support each other while we support our students; 
follow the instructions in the online form to request space at the Welcome Week booths if you are planning to host an 
outdoor activity. Other Welcome Week related set-ups, such as requesting a table and chairs to be placed right outside 
of your office space, must be submitted separately through the usual event planner process; we still ask that you let us 
know about your activity so that we may include it on the schedule of Welcome Week events! 
 
Please submit your activities to the online Welcome Week Activity Form no later than Friday, August 1, 2025. If you 
have any questions about the general set-up area, please contact Courtney Lee (clee@sdccd.edu) in the Student Affairs 
office for more information. Put on your creative hats and submit your event using the online Welcome Week Activity 
form. We look forward to a welcoming, festive, engaging Welcome Week! 

  

https://www.instagram.com/p/DL3i4VRPm8f/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DL3i4VRPm8f/
https://www.sdapicoalition.org/
https://www.paddleforpeace.org/
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/AtM265LmJ9B08Cek6jbX3Zo0
mailto:clee@sdccd.edu


   

 

 

   

The EOPS Summer Readiness Program had the opportunity to take 18 students to UCSD for a university campus visit. 
Students received a presentation on the UCSD Chancellor’s Associates Scholars Program (CASP) by Dr. Watkins and 
learned about the UCSD Cross-Cultural Center. In addition to the amazing campus tour led by our very own NextUp SST 
and current student at UCSD-  Marlene Gracia, students learned about the excellent educational opportunities 
available at UCSD. The EOPS Summer Readiness Program proudly contributes to building bridges and making higher 
education opportunities a valuable option for students.  

  



 

Promise Counseling Update for Fall 2025 
 Incoming Promise students have access to 30-
minute appointments with Promise Counselors to 
receive an Abbreviated Ed Plan or get quick 
questions answered. 
 
Before booking, students must: 
1. Watch the Pre-Registration Workshop Video 
2. Complete the Workshop Quiz (must score 3/4) 
 
Once completed, appointments can be 
scheduled here. (bit.ly/PromiseZoomSessions) 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

In an effort to better serve our students, the Promise 
Program has moved to I4-101. Find us inside the Outreach 
Office ready and eager to assist!  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUqJxni10lY
https://forms.gle/KYPeSzyBfUyC9JMb8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1cxkrEkI7sWYBS1xDCm5ss279Bmbn0hAsJmSA731WvGo/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://bit.ly/promisecounselinghttps:/docs.google.com/forms/d/1cxkrEkI7sWYBS1xDCm5ss279Bmbn0hAsJmSA731WvGo/viewform?edit_requested=true


 

The Pride Scholars program assists Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/Questioning, 
Intersex, and Asexual (and other existing identities 
within the queer community) Mesa College 
students through academic and personal support 
services. These services involve educational 
guidance, community-building opportunities, 
individual case management, housing/food 
assistance, and more! 
 
How to Apply to Pride Scholars: 
Students interested in participating in our program 
can complete our Pride Scholars 
application (tinyurl.com/SDMesaPS).   
 
Students can also request more information and 
apply in person at our Pride Center, Room D102. 
  
Application Deadline: September 19th, 2025 

 

 

 

   

http://tinyurl.com/SDMesaPS
http://tinyurl.com/SDMesaPS


   

 

 

Free legal immigration consultations with an 
attorney are available for students 
and employees!  
    
 Mesa College and Borderless Scholars are 
partnering with Jewish Family Services (JFS) Higher 
Education Legal Services to offer free legal 
immigration consultations. 
 
 To learn more about this service, please contact 
the Borderless Scholars Office in Room I4-207, 
619.388.5115, or visit https://findyourally.com/.  

 

 

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for 
more information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

https://findyourally.com/
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/e8602ab7-4d01-40cb-b296-f5d39ecf58ee
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


 

 

New Students - CRUISE into Mesa! Attend CRUISE and 
become confident and prepared for your first year at Mesa 
College! 
 
Start college on the right foot with CRUISE, an onboarding 
program that helps new students transition to Mesa during 
their first year. The program will guide you to on-campus 
resources and introduce you to the many opportunities, 
programs, and people available to help you excel in all areas 
of your academic and personal growth. You belong at Mesa 
and we look forward to helping you set sail on a thrilling 
course of study. 
  
Link to Register: https://bit.ly/SummerCRUISE2025  
 

 

 

Disability Support Programs and Services (DSPS) Fall 
Readiness 2025 
You're invited to attend our DSPS Fall Readiness event, 
designed to help new Mesa DSPS students prepare for the 
upcoming semester. Choose either August 12th or 13th 
for a morning session, and take advantage of optional 
afternoon classroom tours offered on those days as well 
as an additional morning classroom tour on August 14th. 
 

🗓 Date: August 12th or 13th 

      Time: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

    Location: High Tech Center (Library, Room 110) 

       Register 
here: https://forms.office.com/r/s9BP4abhA2 

EOPS is inviting all interested students to register for our 
EOPS 2025 Summer Readiness Personal Growth (PG) 120 
course — a 5-week, in-person class designed to support 
students in preparing for college success. 
This course will help Students explore their academic goals, 
develop essential college skills, and gain confidence as they 
transition into higher education. The course is UC/CSU 
transferable and provides a strong foundation for future 
academic achievement. Plus, we will have weekly lunches, 
field trips, and so much more! Attached is the flyer for 
reference.   
Course Details: 
Dates: Monday - Thursday | 6/16 - 7/19 
Time: 9:35AM - 12:30PM 
Course Number: 91548 
Room: Mesa BT-101 
Type: In person 
  

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

https://bit.ly/SummerCRUISE2025
https://forms.office.com/r/s9BP4abhA2


   

 

 

   



   

 

 

   

 

  

 

Highlight Your Students and Activities! 
 



Next semester, we will be hosting our second ever Spirit of Mesa on Friday, October 10, 2025. This annual 
fundraiser will showcase the activities and students across Mesa College. Have information you’d like donors to 
know about? We need your input! Please give us ideas: bit.ly/SOM25Input 

 

 

  

 

Extension of Pause on Ad Hoc Requests   
 
Earlier this year the Institutional Research (IR) Team 
announced a temporary pause on all ad hoc requests 
until June 30, 2025, to allow for a transition to new 
data tools including SQL and Power BI.   
 
To support emerging institutional priorities, our team 
is currently dedicating resources to the Developing 
Hispanic Serving Institutions (Title V, Part A) Grant 
application, due July 3, 2025. As a result, the transition 
to our new tools is temporarily on hold.  
 
To ensure adequate time for this transition, the pause 
on ad hoc requests is now extended through July 31, 
2025. Any new requests submitted before then will be 
added to our queue and reviewed in August 2025.  
 
We appreciate your understanding and support during 
this time. For questions, feel free to reach out to:   
Nancy Cortes at ncortes@sdccd.edu  
Hai Hoang at hhoang@sdccd.edu  

 

 

 

Districtwide Dashboard to Replace Mesa’s Enrollment 
Dashboard   
 
Beginning Monday, June 23, 2025 the SDCCD Enrollment 
Dashboard will serve as the primary source for 
enrollment management data across the district.   
As a part of this transition, Mesa’s Enrollment Daily 
Dashboard will be retired and removed from Mesa’s 
dashboard webpage.  
 
This change reduces duplication of work, minimizes data 
discrepancies, improves comparability, and streamlines 
the user experience with a single access point.  
 
To access the dashboard, visit the Mesa College 
Dashboards page (you can find it by Googling “Mesa 
College Dashboards” and clicking the first result). Then, 
under “Operational Tools” section, click the link labeled 
“SDCCD Enrollment Management.”   
 
For questions, feel free to reach out to Adriana Caetano 
at acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu.  

  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

https://bit.ly/SOM25Input
mailto:ncortes@sdccd.edu
mailto:hhoang@sdccd.edu
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/2ec87156-4b39-41ca-85f3-ab2d5aef789e/ReportSection4ee436e2514115606e85?ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69&experience=power-bi
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/2ec87156-4b39-41ca-85f3-ab2d5aef789e/ReportSection4ee436e2514115606e85?ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69&experience=power-bi
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu


   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml

