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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. The 
updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the Leading 
College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

 

Help Us Lift Student Voices + Shape Mesa’s Future! 
As we prepare for our upcoming Spirit of Mesa event and 
embark on a comprehensive fundraising campaign, we 
need your partnership in two important ways: 
 
1. Help us spotlight our students & alumni 
Donors and community partners are deeply moved when 
they hear directly from our students—their stories of 
resilience, talent, and ambition bring Mesa’s mission to 
life. We are seeking students who can share their 
experiences, showcase their talents, or represent Mesa at 
events and donor gatherings. 
 
Please share one of these Flyers with your students in 
class, in Canvas, advising, or other settings. 
 
You may also nominate a student directly using this quick 
nomination form. 
 
Please submit all nominations and encourage students to 
respond no later than Wednesday, September 3! 
 
2. Share your perspective on Mesa’s priorities. 
As we look ahead to a historic comprehensive campaign, 
we want to ensure that our fundraising efforts align with 
the needs and aspirations of our campus. Your insight is 
essential to shaping the priorities that will drive Mesa 
forward. 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RTMoH7BVmbDW94J2TuCmVkN4Sa9ji56l?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDuOJao1NgbjexAlBwj22x2o2ySQQZ_nJab_Pj3TmohcH5Bw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDuOJao1NgbjexAlBwj22x2o2ySQQZ_nJab_Pj3TmohcH5Bw/viewform?usp=header


 

Please take a few minutes to complete our Fundraising 
Priorities Feedback Form and let us know what matters 
most to you and your students. 
 
  

   

 

 

  

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Fall 2025 Convocation! Your presence and engagement reflect a deep 
commitment to our shared goals. As we root ourselves in purpose and ground our work in equity, we grow together in 
service to our Mesa students. Scan the QR code to view our Fall 2025 Convocation documents. 
  

   

 

 

  

 

Save-the-Date for the Chancellor’s Forum: 
Tuesday, September 30, 2025 
2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
San Diego Mesa College 
MC211 A/B 
  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrKvZuSReDHrDFmTtMWtbCyo-aweYZUxpDN3dTZuVjT3FGdA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrKvZuSReDHrDFmTtMWtbCyo-aweYZUxpDN3dTZuVjT3FGdA/viewform?usp=header
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s28I-PGWJH4Je7gGSUxpRb7zAbYhwyGs/view?usp=sharing
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCrtvY


 

President Hands invites you to apply to attend the 2025 
Nandi Annual Conference, held October 9 - 10, 2025, at 
Paradise Point Resort in San Diego.  
 
This year’s theme, In the Pursuit of Softness: A Radical Act 
of Resistance, centers rest, care, and healing as essential 
practices for Black women and all educators engaged in 
equity and liberation work. 
 
 Apply by Friday, August 29, 2025, at 11:59 p.m. Access 
the online application form for the Nandi Conference. 
Applications will be reviewed by the Conference and Travel 
Committee, a group of five will be selected, and forwarded 
to the President for final approval. 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

Happy start to the Fall 2025 semester!  
  
We have strong enrollment numbers to share with the campus community. Our current FTES (Full Time Equivalent 
Student) is 6,288.6. With our target of 5,970, we have exceeded our goal and are resting at 105.3% progress. Current 
productivity is 16.41.   
  
The final number to certainly celebrate is our headcount of 21,695! I know the campus has worked hard and intentionally 
to continue to grow in this way. Amazing work!  
  
We look forward to sharing more positive enrollment numbers in the coming days as we approach Census at the end of 
next week.  

  

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/i8q8G4vfyj8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ipSzHbr0wO2nJAgpXRKMe92SOzV7wso/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

On August 12th, Cassandra Storey and Karen Wait, 
presented a program on the Mesa College Dental 
Assistant Program. 
San Diego Mesa College offers students a dental 
assistant education and training program accredited by 
the Dental Board of California (DBC) and the 
Commission of Dental Accreditation (CODA) of the 
American Dental Association.   
 
The program to become a Dental Assisting (RDA,CDA) 
requires 37 credit hours at the cost is $46 per credit 
hour so that  the total cost is $2760. This is a 
remarkable opportunity to start immediately in a 
career in high demand that pays a living wage with 
benefits. Of course, the program is very competitive 
and selects 24 new students each year. 
 
In addition to classroom work, the program also has an 
on-site dental clinic that offers free basic dental 
services to members of the community in need. These 
amount to some 5000 visits per year and allow 
students hands on experience. 
 
Members of Old Mission Rotary were so impressed that 
the San Diego Community Colleges are actively 
educating students for opportunities in the real world 
and the San Diego Mesa College Dental Assistant 
Program is a wonderful example. 
  

  

 

Recap | AANAPISI Wraps Up AAPI Community of Practice 
(Cohort III) – Fall 2025 Summer Intensive 
  
AANAPISI wrapped up its 3rd AAPI CoP Summer Intensive! 
Over 23 participants engaged in professional development, 
with a key highlight—the inclusion of classified professionals 
in the learning experience. This year, we also welcomed 
Eileen Hayward and Jennifer Park to the Facilitator Team! 
Participants deepened their understanding of how to better 
serve AAPI students by: Debunking the model minority myth, 
Challenging the monolith myth, Emphasizing the importance 
of disaggregated data, and more. 
  
They were also immersed in culture—from the movements 
to the flavors—making the learning both meaningful and 

memorable.       
  
Stay tuned as participants check in and share their projects 
at the end of the semester! 

 

 

 

  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=u001.sClPpAJB4sj74Pl-2Bh8iSi69EKfU9-2BQYn8ZHAxZS20YjSBEWWo-2FkCFGgZsc-2BWf4HQaYKqUqQlTTXmN1KuxGAf23nW1jqhFrXZiUDB2cs6dpzmu0xGsBZHL1zXBLmeAQ-2BOueS-_cFPahDUDTCiNJYcgbD09NnlHFxrQbLbad-2B4sUxd2dPsRzD5Hg5iAGpO0R-2FrIjG6TFNozrxlGkjJjs3gd7YernWP5bhQpsZwN8SIeGvK6X2EFMVLZx-2F8dXfsWOqMksFf8Z6Hcvs-2FAcITffeFh-2FVpQ1tjseqXbeP-2FXr1AYAd8zwDjmB0Mf-2B5-2B5UfJjc8dNKlASEysm4HCwIMcIqe-2BFPAoG0swWeaZHRpnRU9ysAYa1WzCXIximCrodvQVeWvKG3zd78fH9SDEz2rueqRI-2F-2FyoMu8ZcS-2BdDKS4c670AR2HWtLSfnSmLd5jM3dDgE9Nva0fiatyF3HJHbKfiq6nvMbRAOQbnR5TL7xEZb8pBczwRMmU-3D__;!!PwqFijg!vPjsJretKAZU_KkyL50Q3nLGKgdSWOdhAGXOqvqAJltz8S6IKTR4pamH7y4sNZpTIrfwVWMq7fHg8lSGzgfg$


Interested in expanding your professional learning this fall? Several exciting conferences are coming up, offering 
valuable opportunities to engage in equity-focused learning, build new skills, and bring fresh insights back to our campus 
community. If you're a Classified Professional, Faculty, or Administrator, we encourage you to explore these events and 
consider applying. Selected participants will be asked to share key takeaways through presentations or discussions.  
 
Please apply to attend an upcoming conference sponsored by the President's Office. Please check the deadlines for 
submission. Also, you can apply to request funding to attend a conference. Please refer to the Conference and Travel 
Committee section to access the information.  
  
Applications are now open—don't miss your chance to attend! 

  

 

  

 

  

   

 

 

We are thrilled to kick off the Fall 2025 Semester with 
Welcome Week on campus. Please visit us next week at 
the Sunrise Plaza and give our new and returning 
students a warm welcome! 
  
Click here for the online Fall 
2025 Welcome Week Schedule of Events  
  
Click here for information on Mesa College Student 
Support Services  
  
Welcome Week is designed to promote community 
while helping students feel connected to our campus 
and to familiarize them with our resources, but we can 
always be on the lookout for a student in need. 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all 
the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our students, 
and also to sign up to receive these newsletters straight to their 
inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more information about 
Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

https://sdccd0.sharepoint.com/sites/LOFT/SitePages/FA%2025%20Conferences%20Never-Stop-Learning-Template.aspx
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/welcome-week/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/welcome-week/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Special-Start-of-Term-Newsletter--Fall-2025-Edition-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=Io8mRVayomE
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h6cqrrVUrsijU2mBpGbHKBsQGK9mIfTZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-LK0ryPNKBAW6VNfOPke5W5ud8A0mpq4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLQ458WmK-N5Grx2zhgDBaKCvIAqSXt4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CoBJ_xeqdvU6CZyNS__T-M41IEoWqkYa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tcsexbYEhT2_GQ7LrdHeAYW_Mox4Gpxa/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

New Business Card Request Process 
 
To submit a request: 

• Visit the Reprographics page:https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/operations/enterprise-
services/reprographics/index.aspx 

• Click on “Request Business Cards.” 
• This will open the request form: Business Card Request Form (PDF) 

 
Key updates: 

• Managers are now responsible for approving business card requests. 
• Once the form is completed and signed, send it to Anthony Tolentino at atolenti@sdccd.edu for processing. 

  
  

 

  

https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/operations/enterprise-services/reprographics/index.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/operations/enterprise-services/reprographics/index.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/BusinessCardRequest.pdf
mailto:atolenti@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vxHVVfoVg2CijeS5jpNb3_I7hWeW68Ue/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nHW-wVyhPXjhySd6MpaZahOKqkCJ-RJR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17A0RIZlE-JNGJJFwVpF8DqSOQk28IIiJ/view?usp=sharing


 

Highlight Your Students and Activities! 
 
Next semester, we will be hosting our second ever Spirit of Mesa on Friday, October 10, 2025. This annual fundraiser will 
showcase the activities and students across Mesa College. Have information you’d like donors to know about? We need 
your input! Please give us ideas: bit.ly/SOM25Input 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
  
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, CFRE and 
Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 
  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

https://bit.ly/SOM25Input
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/


   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

