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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

 

Help Us Lift Student Voices + Shape Mesa’s Future! 
As we prepare for our upcoming Spirit of Mesa event 
and embark on a comprehensive fundraising 
campaign, we need your partnership in two important 
ways: 
 
1. Help us spotlight our students & alumni 
Donors and community partners are deeply moved 
when they hear directly from our students—their 
stories of resilience, talent, and ambition bring Mesa’s 
mission to life. We are seeking students who can share 
their experiences, showcase their talents, or represent 
Mesa at events and donor gatherings. 
 
Please share one of these Flyers with your students in 
class, in Canvas, advising, or other settings. 
 
You may also nominate a student directly using this 
quick nomination form. 
 
Please submit all nominations and encourage students 
to respond no later than Wednesday, September 3! 
 
2. Share your perspective on Mesa’s priorities. 
As we look ahead to a historic comprehensive 
campaign, we want to ensure that our fundraising 
efforts align with the needs and aspirations of our 
campus. Your insight is essential to shaping the 
priorities that will drive Mesa forward. 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RTMoH7BVmbDW94J2TuCmVkN4Sa9ji56l?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDuOJao1NgbjexAlBwj22x2o2ySQQZ_nJab_Pj3TmohcH5Bw/viewform?usp=header


 

Please take a few minutes to complete our 
Fundraising Priorities Feedback Form and let us know 
what matters most to you and your students. 
 
  

At last week's Board of Trustee meeting, the Board approved the receipt and expenditure of funds for our new STAR 
TRIO Student Support Services Program 5-year, $1,762,655 grant from the U.S. Department of Education, covering 
fiscal years 2025–2026 through 2029–2030. 
 
Click here to read the August 28, 2025 Board Report.  
Click here to learn about our grant.  

  

Shoutout to Basic Needs Coordinator Johanna Aleman for sharing our Mesa College’s Student-Parent story at this 
month’s CCCCO Systems Webinar in honor of National Student Parent Month. Mesa College has a beautiful, evolving, 
and intentional story to tell!  
 
Click here to learn more about available resources. 

  

Save-the-Date for the Chancellor’s Forum: 
Tuesday, September 30, 2025 
2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
San Diego Mesa College 
MC211 A/B 
 
San Diego Community College District Chancellor Gregory Smith will host a series of forums in September to address 
district priorities and answer questions from faculty, classified professionals and administrators. All employees are 
welcome and encouraged to participate in their campus forum. 
  

72Fifty is officially open and will be serving dinner this semester. 
To see the rotating menu and hours, click here. 
  

 

  

   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrKvZuSReDHrDFmTtMWtbCyo-aweYZUxpDN3dTZuVjT3FGdA/viewform?usp=header
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ky-kJDPxpqCzQir_LLPEKHa5LoaSUxwd/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/san_diego_mesa_college_awarded_trio_grant_to_support_student_equity_and_success.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/the-stand-basic-needs/students-with-dependents.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/food-dining/72fifty-restaurant.shtml


   

 

 

We would like to congratulate our AANAPISI 
Program Activities Manager and Grants Director 
Leland Simpliciano as a recipient of the National 
Pacific Islander Educator Network (NPIEN) Educator 
Awards!  
 
While some of his impactful work began before his 
time at Mesa—such as farmworking education in 
Hawaiʻi and the PILOT Program—we are especially 
grateful for the contributions he's made at Mesa 
College. These include initiatives like the Healing 
Circle for the Maui Wildfires, implementing NHPI 
cuisines at 72Fifty, crafting a resource guide inclusion 
and promotional materials, leading outreach efforts 
such as PIFA and APAHM/FAST Awareness Month, 
giving a Classicon presentation, providing UCLA 
transfer guidance for Pasifika students, and more. 
 

  

Interested in expanding your professional learning this fall? Several exciting conferences are coming up, offering 
valuable opportunities to engage in equity-focused learning, build new skills, and bring fresh insights back to our 
campus community. If you're a Classified Professional, Faculty, or Administrator, we encourage you to explore these 
events and consider applying. Selected participants will be asked to share key takeaways through presentations or 
discussions.  
 
Please apply to attend an upcoming conference sponsored by the President's Office. Please check the deadlines for 
submission. Also, you can apply to request funding to attend a conference. Please refer to the Conference and Travel 
Committee section to access the information.  
  
Applications are now open—don't miss your chance to attend! 

  

 

  

 

  

https://sdccd0.sharepoint.com/sites/LOFT/SitePages/FA%2025%20Conferences%20Never-Stop-Learning-Template.aspx


 

The Mesa College Art Gallery is proud to present the 
exhibit Clothes Story, envisioned and curated by 
Atlanta based designer Kenneth Green. 
Clothes Story celebrates the lives and contributions of 
African American women by carefully replicating over 
thirty garments and fashion accessories that represent 
what women wore in historical periods ranging from 
1890 to 1963. The exhibit will run until October 16.  
 
Learn more about the exhibit here. 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

Mesa College Associated Student Government 
President and Student Trustee Jeremiah Palomino 
uses his personal philosophy and heart for people to 
serve his community.  
Jeremiah's mission is to ensure that students feel safe 
and comfortable sharing their concerns, as well as any 
changes they would like to see on campus. He aspires 
to become an immigration lawyer and is currently 
interning with a local attorney, bringing valuable legal 
experience to help expand student support services 
and promote inclusive policies. 
 
Read Jeremiah's story here.  
   

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/galleries-and-attractions/mesa-college-art-gallery/exhibits/index.shtml
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2025/jeremiah-palomino-asg-president.aspx


 

Mesa Disability Support Programs and Services 
(DSPS) welcomes its newest team member, Christopher 
Kalck.  
 
Chris joins the DSPS Counseling team with over 20 years of 
experience in counseling and student equity. For the past 
four years, he has served as Counselor Coordinator for 
STAR TRIO, supporting first-generation, low-income, and 
disabled students. His previous roles at Mesa include 
Transfer Center Coordinator, Honors Program Counselor, 
International Student Program Counselor, and over a 
decade in general counseling. Chris has also worked in EOP 
coordination at CSU San Marcos, guest lectured on 
student wellness at Palomar College, and supervised a 
dual-diagnosis mental health facility. 
 
On weekends, he enjoys cheering on his sons at soccer 
and volleyball games—and relaxing with his cat, Brynn, a 
“foster” pet he was lovingly tricked into keeping during 
the pandemic. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more 
information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/0dc76d9d-32a8-4874-bea9-d825afebdb17
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


   

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h6cqrrVUrsijU2mBpGbHKBsQGK9mIfTZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_SJ2HK6GxuZRgefTuaOT5KB8f_B1pRku/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17A0RIZlE-JNGJJFwVpF8DqSOQk28IIiJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nHW-wVyhPXjhySd6MpaZahOKqkCJ-RJR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-LK0ryPNKBAW6VNfOPke5W5ud8A0mpq4/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

Next Generation Dashboards Are Here! 
 
The Office of Institutional Effectiveness is excited to announce the launch of new, redesigned Power BI 
dashboards that make data easier to explore and apply. 

• Now available: the updated Student Characteristics and Course Outcomes Dashboard, offering clear, timely, 
and equity-focused insights. 

• Coming soon: additional dashboards on Awards and Retention. 
To help faculty and staff get the most out of these tools, the IE Office is offering short, 15-minute training 
sessions that can be added to department or school meetings.  
 
To schedule a training session, please contact Nancy Cortes, ncortes@sdccd.edu. 
Visit our dashboards today and see how data can support your work! 
  

 

  

   

New Business Card Request Process 
 
To submit a request: 

• Visit the Reprographics page:https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/operations/enterprise-
services/reprographics/index.aspx 

• Click on “Request Business Cards.” 
• This will open the request form: Business Card Request Form (PDF) 

 
Key updates: 

https://app.powerbi.com/reportEmbed?reportId=542ee1b5-f12f-42bd-896a-68b6c29e5f9f&autoAuth=true&ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69
https://app.powerbi.com/signin
mailto:ncortes@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/operations/enterprise-services/reprographics/index.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/operations/enterprise-services/reprographics/index.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/BusinessCardRequest.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLQ458WmK-N5Grx2zhgDBaKCvIAqSXt4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CoBJ_xeqdvU6CZyNS__T-M41IEoWqkYa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tcsexbYEhT2_GQ7LrdHeAYW_Mox4Gpxa/view?usp=sharing


• Managers are now responsible for approving business card requests. 
• Once the form is completed and signed, send it to Anthony Tolentino at atolenti@sdccd.edu for processing. 

  
  

 

  

 

Highlight Your Students and Activities! 
 
Next semester, we will be hosting our second ever Spirit of Mesa on Friday, October 10, 2025. This annual fundraiser 
will showcase the activities and students across Mesa College. Have information you’d like donors to know about? We 
need your input! Please give us ideas: bit.ly/SOM25Input 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
  
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, CFRE 
and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 
  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

 

Associated Students 

 

 
 

Academic Senate 

 

 
 

Classified Senate 

  

mailto:atolenti@sdccd.edu
https://bit.ly/SOM25Input
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

 

Mesa College Newsroom 

 

 
 

Mesa College Events Calendar 

  

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml

